The Guardian of Isis
Setting – Where and when the story took place

The Guardian of Isis takes place sometime in the future, many years after The Keeper of the Isis Light.


The story first takes place near a river by Jody’s house.

Then the story moves onto the mountains where Jody hunted for food to feed the villagers. The mountains are filled with wildlife, trees, and rock bunnies, a type of food. It also includes a small pond.


The third setting in the story is Jody’s house where all his family members lived. Jody’s house is special because Grandfather and Grandmother lived there too until recently. There is a fireplace in the living room and two rocking chairs as well as the upright chairs, benches, and a table. Jody’s two elder brothers, Jacob and Benjamin, lives with their wives and babies in the same house as well.
The last place in the story is Olwen’s house where Jody went to visit. Her house is very cool. People can go through the walls to get from one room to another. It is located in the mountains in the north.
Characters
Jody N’Kumo – Jody is the main character in the story. Jody is the youngest of the third generation who came to Isis and is even the same age as some of the Fourths. He is the only Third not married. Jody is also too young to attend council meetings and vote. Nobody in the village ever wanted to listen to his opinions or talk to him. His parents are Issac and Ingrid. Jody is the grandson of Jody N’ Kumo, the youngest of the Firsts. His grandmother is the sister of the President, Mark London. Jody has two elder brothers, Benjamin and Jacob. Jody is brave and naughty. To his father, he is a shame. To his mother; he is a constant source of worry. To the elders and the council, Jody is the troublesome boy who always asks questions instead of doing his tasks. Even among the younger people in the valley, Jody sees himself gloomily as of no account. 
Grandfather – Grandfather is the first Jody N’ Kumo. Grandfather is almost beardless and his hair grows in peppercorn clusters. It is even tighter than Jody’s though now it is grey instead of black. His body might be crippled, but his eyes still hold a twinkle in their depths, like the twinkle of a small boy up to something interesting. He likes to help Jody argue with the President. The President is his enemy.
Mark London – Mark is the president of the village. He is one of the Firsts. Mark has a sister who is the wife of the first Jody. He is tall and straight, with shoulder-length white hair and a glistening beard that sweeps his chest. Mark’s eyes never twinkle and his bushy brows knot together in a most terrifying frown whenever he is displeased. He frequently frowns when he sees Jody. Mark is the character I detest the most because he tells a lot of lies.
Synopsis

The Guardian of Isis is a book about the Thirds, the third generation on Isis, when the First Jody and Mark are all old people now.


The village was just getting ready for their annual Thanksgiving Day dinner and that was the day Jody started to become more noticeable. When that night came, Jody got picked as one of the four Bearers. Bearers are the ones who work for the President.

The day after Thanksgiving when Jody went to play with his waterwheel, he noticed that the water had risen considerably and was still rising. He thought that he needed to tell the President, so he could save the village. The next day when Jody woke up, he saw a stick with a red cloth on the top of Mesa, so he climbed it. Then he went to show it to the President. The President said that it was a present from The Guardian of Isis, so they put it in the sacred cave. But the President was very surprised that the Guardian picked Jody to find his gift. Jody got to guard the cave overnight. During the night, he got bored, so he started exploring around the cave and looking at all the things given by Guardian. He stared at the stick and started thinking of the use to it. After a few minutes of deep thinking, Jody figured out that it was a tool for measuring how high the water was. The red cloth indicated that the water has reached the flooding point.
The next morning was the council meeting and that was a good chance for Jody to tell the President about the water rising problem. Unfortunately, the President didn’t even believe Jody. So Jody decided to solve the problem by himself.

After that, the President sent Jody on a mission to see the Guardian of Isis because he thought Jody would be killed by That Old Woman, Olwen, so he could get rid of the little pest forever. But nobody would have thought that Jody met the Guardian first. That was Jody’s opportunity to ask the Guardian to help. The Guardian brought Jody to his house and fed him. After chatting with Guardian, Jody realized that all of Mark London’s stories and bibles were lies. Guardian was actually a robot and servant for Olwen. Olwen was not That Old Woman. She was a nice lady, although she looked green, but Jody didn’t care.

After all those things were settled, Guardian and Jody went down to the village to fix the water rising problem. When they arrived, the village was already flooded, but all the villagers were previously warned to go into the safety cave. They cleared out the pipes behind a taboo wall on the mesa and water was back to normal again. The villagers were saved, but by Jody this time.
At last, Guardian returned Jody to the village, but told him not to mention to anybody about Olwen and himself.
Conflicts
Conflict with self — For Jody to choose between going to Guardian or seeing the village tear apart
The President sent Jody on a mission to see Guardian to help fix the water rising problem, but all his family members thought it was too dangerous and tried to convince him to not go. On one hand, the village would tear apart if he didn’t go. On the other hand, he might be killed by That Old Woman if he went. Jody’s decision was to risk his life to go to visit the Guardian and save the village.
Conflict with others – Between Jody going to find Guardian or waiting until President is convinced
One morning, Jody noticed that the water was rising, so at the next day’s council meeting, Jody told the President. But the President didn’t believe him. Should Jody keep on trying to convince the President until he believes Jody? That might happen when the whole village is already flooded. That would be too late. Or should Jody solve the problem by himself? That might be dangerous and taboo because he’ll probably have to go and find the Guardian. And the place where Guardian lives is taboo. Jody also might get killed by That Old Woman first. Jody’s choice was to go find Guardian. Although it is risky, but Jody is brave enough and it might be worth it in the end because the village might be saved.
Opinions

I personally thought that this book was fantastic. It was totally different from the first book, Keeper of the Isis Light. This book had no boring parts. It was just exciting and fabulous all the way through. I liked how Jody realized the truth just by a visit to the Guardian because Jody isn’t part of the council contract not to tell the villagers about Mark’s lies, so Jody could tell. Then Mark wouldn’t be the President. As soon as I started reading this book, I couldn’t put it down. Every single page held exciting things. I think it would take a lot of an author’s imagination to write a book so wonderful. And Monica Hughes was one of those talented authors. I like the way Monica Hughes wrote her books. They always talk about how bad Earth is, although she lived on Earth, for example, the pollution, the technology, etc. I think her books are very educational as well. 


The Guardian of Isis also taught two very useful lessons. One of them is not to judge people by their appearance; it is their inside that really counts. For example, Mark started telling everyone that Olwen was That Old Woman just because she looked green. He didn’t even give Olwen a chance to really talk to him and show him how nice she was. The other one is not to tell a lie, even if you dislike that person or something wrong is going to happen. Lies always end up being trouble and you’re the one to blame. For example, Mark London, the President, made up lies about Guardian (their god) and Olwen (That Old Woman) and now young Jody knows. If he tells the villagers, Mark wouldn’t be President anymore.
I would give this book five stars. I would recommend this book to preteens. I think they would enjoy it very much. I plan to read the last book of the series too, The Isis Pedlar.
